
The Cloisters on the Platte near Omaha holds a very special place in Renae Mottaz’s heart. It was there
that she experienced her first three-day silent retreat. The silence was accompanied by the presentation of
St. Ignatius’ Spiritual Exercises. “The retreat,” Renae says, “was very affirming, and challenging. It was a
wonderful blessing for me.”

So, too, has been the 25-year Saint Rose experience for Renae and her husband David. “It just feels good
to be involved,” she says, while recalling the past and present ministries the couple has been a part of.
David has been a Eucharistic minister for several years; Renae became one a couple of years ago. “I did
not realize how rewarding that ministry would be,” she says. “Giving the Body of Christ to people is truly
an honor. I didn’t expect to feel so strongly about it. Communion took on a whole new meaning once I
became a Eucharistic minister.”

When their children were young David and Renae were active volunteers in the school and religious
education programs. For several years now the couple has been mentors in the parish marriage
preparation ministry. Renae is currently the coordinator of the program. She is also a member of the
Parish Council, serving as secretary this year.

They have been regular Adorers in the Saint Rose Perpetual Adoration Chapel for 20+ years. At the
beginning they went from 3 to 4 a.m. on Tuesday mornings, a time that attracted the attention of a
former neighbor who wanted to know where they were going at that time. The answer surprised—and
perhaps disappointed—him: Going to the chapel to pray. Today David and Renae no longer go in the
middle of the night.Two decades ago Renae and David became involved in the Renew program. They
still get together with members of their original group every Lent. “This is a huge part of our faith walk,”
says Renae.

Renae and David Mottaz

Other things to know about Renae and David:
• Renae, a native of Browerville, Minn., graduated from Alexandria
Technical College. She works for a financial consulting firm. David is from
North St. Paul He works for Akamai Technologies as a senior solutions
architect. They met while working together at the Minnesota
Supercomputer Center. The couple moved to Roseville in 1992 shortly
after they were married. 
• David has played electric guitar in a band since high school. Currently he
is a member of the Mighty Bohunks, a classic rock group with ties to the
Iron Range. The couple are big fans of the Minnesota Twins and enjoy
camping (tent, not RV).
• Son Tony is a front-end web developer for Object Partners, a Minneapolis
consulting firm. Daughter Maddie works for Be The Match, a bone
marrow matching foundation as a learning and development specialist.
Both graduated from Saint Rose School.
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